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Background
The APPG Against Antisemitism commissioned an inquiry into antisemitism in 2005. The report of that inquiry, released in 2006 identified action on internet hate as a key priority.

In February 2009, Ministers of the previous administration held a cross-party seminar, where they met with key agencies and officials to discuss antisemitism on the Internet and actions to address it. They heard testimony from community representatives and officials who outlined a number of issues, including damage to community cohesion, operational difficulties caused by the apparent anonymity of offenders, the difficulty in deciding jurisdiction and the disparity of global legislative frameworks. 

A series of actions were agreed from the seminar, including one for the FCO to work with the Cross-Government Hate Crime Programme to seek international co-operation to reduce the harm caused by hate crime on the Internet. The UK eventually secured agreement to take action to address the challenges posed by hate crime on the Internet, within the OSCE Ministerial Council Decision 9/2009, signed in Athens.

There have been a number of follow-up activities in response to the Ministerial Council Decision, including a series of experts’ meetings held in 2010, but consistent state responses remains a distant objective.  The call to discourage State control of free speech through censorship, the promotion of freedom of expression and protection from harm are occasionally seen as competing rather than complimentary aims.

Government Ministers hosted another ministerial seminar in July 2011 which included industry representatives. A summary of this event and the range of options to take forward the issues will be considered by Home Office Minister, Lynne Featherstone MP alongside broader Internet policy decisions being considered across government.

Council of Europe

On 7th November 2011, the United Kingdom is assuming the Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe for six months. The Foreign Secretary has announced a particular focus on developing practical measures including the following areas:

· reforming the European Court of Human Rights and strengthening implementation of the European Convention on Human Rights; 

· internet governance, including freedom of expression on the internet; 

· combating discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity; 

Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Antisemitism

In November 2010, the ICCA held its 2nd conference in Ottawa and agreed to form an international taskforce to make recommendations to governments and international bodies.  It was agreed that the task force should look at the broader range of hate crime on the Internet rather than limited itself to a single hostility in antisemitism.

The first Taskforce meeting took place in Parliament last week and brings together a range of experts from academic, legal and political backgrounds. The meeting heard testimony from a broad range of UK and European experts of academic and community backgrounds and  Tte key challenges identified by the group included:

· Finding a balance between protection from harm, ensuring freedom of speech and the protecting individuals right to privacy across States with very different legislative frameworks.
· Bringing together the work of a variety of international agencies, industry groups and national bodies.

· Encouraging effective self-regulatory measures in an emerging and disparate industry in a way that encourages opportunity but restricts the opportunity of those with violent intent.

· Providing empirical evidence to show the extent of harm caused by exposure to hate on the Internet.

· Establishing effective educational resources to assist in reducing the harm to Internet users particularly young people.

· Providing effective communication links between key parties such as law enforcement agencies and industry groups.

Future direction

It was agreed to form a number of subgroups to work informally on specific issues and to report back to the next meeting of the task force, planned for May 2012. The subjects to be addressed included:

· Identifying single points of contact: Identifying a single contact point for police with the providers is a key priority. The UK has established the ‘True Vision site (www.report-it.org.uk). It has received thousands of visitors and is a single point of contact to report online hate to the police.

· Education: Educating school-children in particular about the nature of online hate is an ongoing priority – there was an argument that it should be included as part of the curriculum with courses run by educators for Governers. In addition, online moderators require further, specialised training about hate material online

· Countering messages of online hate: Countering harmful messages with positive articles, sites and webpages is an important tactic. We would like to see more incidences of ISP’s taking the initiative. When concerns were raised with Google about a hate-site being returned as the top search site for the word ‘Jew’ they agreed to attach an explanatory box to the page with contextual material and alternative links.

· Addressing the issue of anonymity: Innocent exploration online can be important, however, steps can and should be taken to expose repeat offenders who post hate material online 

· Highlight test cases: The UK is building a strong library of successful prosecutions against those cultivating hate online. Using such cases as international best-practice models is important.

· Voluntary user agreements:  the identification of best practice and dissemination amongst industry bodies.
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