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The All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism

The chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group against Antisemitism, John Mann MP, commissioned an inquiry into the state of antisemitism in the UK in 2005 chaired by Rt Hon Denis MacShane MP. The 14 MPs involved found that there had been a rise in antisemitism in the UK over recent years and the panel was shocked by the details they learned during the process of the inquiry. 

· As a result, they published a report with 35 recommendations for government, Parliament and civil society in September 2006. 

· The Government officially responded with a Command Paper in April 2007. In May 2008, the government published a “One Year On Progress Report” that highlighted 14 key achievements and actions plans for 8 different government departments. 
· The Inter-Departmental Working Group on Antisemitism (involving officials from all relevant Government Departments and representatives of the Jewish community) has seen some considerable successes in the implementation of these recommendations.

· The Government reported for a third time to Parliament in December 2010, highlighting 16 key achievements including funding for school security. A matrix which detailed action taken against all of the recommendations put to the Working Group was included in the appendix of the report. 
Key Achievements Include: 

- 
A landmark all-party inquiry into antisemitism and three Government responses

- 
The establishment of a unique Whitehall Government Working Group on antisemitism 

- 
An agreement reached for all police forces to record antisemitic hate crimes and the first official antisemitic hate crimes statistics being published by the police. 

- 
A funding agreement for security needs of Jewish faith schools in the state system.
- 
A Crown Prosecution Service Review into the disparity between antisemitic incidents and convictions. The subsequent training and work programme created as a result is an example of international best practice in the field of prosecuting hate crime

- 
The creation of a Government backed school linking programme 

- 
Research into modern discursive antisemitism funded by the Government 

- 
The appointment of a UK Government Envoy for Post-Holocaust issues.

- 
Two Ministerial conferences and actions plans on internet hate

- 
International replication of the APPG Inquiry model 
Inter-Parliamentary Coalition on Combating Antisemitism (London Conference)

The Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Antisemitism (ICCA) held its inaugural conference in February 2009. This landmark conference was held in partnership between the UK Parliament and Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). It brought together Parliamentarians from around the world in order to reshape the way in which antisemitism is confronted. The second conference took place in Ottawa, Canada in November 2010 and working groups have been established to take forward the implementation of the ‘London Declaration on Antisemitism’ further.
Antisemitism in the UK – The Current Situation
While these developments are encouraging, it is still necessary for Jewish buildings to be guarded by heavy security, there are still too many reports of antisemitic incidents all over the country, Jewish students still feel intimidated on several university campuses and hate material can still be found on the internet - delivered directly into the living rooms all across the UK. Worryingly, the Community Security Trust (CST) recorded 639 incidents in 2010, the second-highest annual total since records began.
All-Party Parliamentary Group Next Steps
The three priorities of the All-Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism are:
· Securing Better Regulation of Hate Speech in the Higher Education Sector
The All-Party Inquiry into Antisemitism highlighted campus issues as requiring urgent attention. The Union of Jewish Students has highlighted the phenomenon of hate speech as key to the feelings of hostility some Jewish students feel on campus. Whilst some progress towards addressing this problem has been made, further action is needed. The Government has promised to make clear its position on hate speakers on campus. We want any such position to be linked to action, such as a review of the race equality duties and race impact assessments on campus, enhanced guidance for Vice-Chancellors and a BIS review and update of freedom of speech guidance. In particular, guidelines written by Manchester University should be highlighted as best practice, as they constitute a toolkit for practical action including speaker contracts and monitoring procedures which allow talks to go ahead in a better regulated and calmer environment. Current policy reviews being undertaken by the National Union of Students and Universities UK are promising but must be brought forward with greater urgency. 

· Furthering the fight against Internet Hate 

The difficulties in tackling internet hate are manifold but meetings are being sought with industry representatives and regulators in order to identify the existing mechanisms to deal with internet hate, and evaluate possible improvements. Crucially, a second Ministerial conference on the internet will be hosted by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport at our urging. The UK has successfully prosecuted those in this country directly related to the use of hate sites abroad. We would like to see such judicial action developed both here and across the European Union. In particular, we will continue to work towards the publication of guidance for website editors and moderators of comment boards. We support a pre-moderated approach to posting and hope to develop the debate on these matters. International agreement is key to any action on internet-based hate material and we are pleased with the efforts of the British Government at the OSCE (Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe) to press this matter. 

· Improving Behaviour During Election Campaigns

Although there were relatively few incidents at the last general election, there is a clear need to ensure systems and guidance are in place to prevent future offence and better reprimand those who break the rules. Meetings with the Equality and Human Rights Commission have been promising but more can and should be done by the Committee on Standards in Public Life and the Electoral Commission. All of those organizations should have a role in dealing with third parties that attempt to overthrow MPs. The political parties themselves must also do more in addressing behavior unbefitting of their candidates. A strong, transparent disciplinary system is needed and must be followed if any party wants to hold its head high. The All-Party Group on Antisemitism would welcome a role in contributing to a revised, stronger code of behavior. 
Whilst these three issues are our priority, further matters of concern exist not least the spread of Holocaust revisionism throughout Europe and antisemitism in football. For a full brief on any of these or other issues of concern, please contact us using the details below.
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For more information please contact: Danny Stone, Director 


Tel: 07989 502 004 Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dstone@antisemitism.org.uk" ��dstone@antisemitism.org.uk� or dstone@parliament.uk


Address: PO BOX 4015 London, W1A 6NH








